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What is Socialization?

Socialization is a term that means habituation.  In other words, getting used to things through exposure.  In the case of dogs, this critical window closes at between 3 and 5 months of age, depending on the breed and individual make-up of the puppy. Easy conditioning ends at around 4 and a half months of age in most cases.  What this means is that if a puppy doesn’t get exposure to men with beards, people wearing hats or someone with crutches, for example, the risk for fear and aggression directed at these people runs high for the dog as an adult.  Exposing the puppy to as wide a social sphere as possible in terms of human age groups, sexes, sizes, shapes, colors and gait is extremely important.  It is also important to get them accustomed to all things they may encounter later in life such as car rides, cats, traffic, elevators etc.  

There is a dual benefit to heavy socialization.  The first is that the more you socialize the puppy, the fewer things you potentially miss and end up with a spooking problem over.  The second advantage is a more global one; the more the puppy initially is reluctant or spooked and then gets over it and habituates (as puppies will do), the more the underlying trait of stability is developed. The puppy’s overall confidence will grow.

We can increase our chances of getting a relaxed, confident even-tempered dog by actively increasing the number of positive experiences they have.  Rather than simply getting the puppy around young children, have young children hand feed the puppy tasty treats.  You cannot overdo socialization. There is no longer an excuse for dogs to reach adulthood without having been properly socialized and likely to do themselves in by behaving aggressively.  

There is little limit to what young puppies are capable of learning if the method is right so it ends up being a colossal waste of time and a valuable socialization experience to deprive puppies of going to class until they have reached adolescence.  Puppy classes are the way of the future.  

Another benefit of puppy classes is the instant provision of age mates for the developing puppy.  The problem of dog-dog socialization is obliterated simply by showing up to class.  What we most want to see is a puppy who is outgoing, who readily and confidently, with a wagging tail, approaches any person.  

Exposure Checklist for Socialization

Babies

Toddlers

Teenagers

Adult men

Adult women

All races that you want the puppy to be comfortable with

Manhole covers

Crowds

Cats

Busses 

Trains

Car traffic, form the road and car

Strangers

Stairs

Pedestrian traffic

Shiny floors

Elevators

Balconies

Rain

Big trucks passing

Someone in a wheelchair

Someone on crutches or cane

Wide rimmed hats

Person wearing helmet

Livestock

Other dogs of all ages and sizes

Bikes
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