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Setting bogs £ their owners UP for SUCCess through
Positive training methobs.




Chewing, Biting and Mouthing Behavior 
Dogs do not chew out of anger or spite. It helps alleviate discomfort in teething puppies and relieves stress and boredom in all ages of dogs.  When you bring your new puppy home begin right away by teaching acceptable behavior.  If your puppy is nipping or mouthing people when being petted, try giving him a tasty treat or a chew toy to occupy him while being greeted. Distract him with an appropriate toy when he approaches you to playfully nip or bite.  Minimize inappropriate behavior. If he does grab or nip your clothes, cross your arms and look away or walk away so that he learns that nipping ends the fun and play time. Use punishment correctly. If these strategies don’t work try using a squirt bottle with water or make a loud sound from a whistle or horn to distract him.

Appropriate chew toys are not old shoes, socks or clothes. Dogs can’t distinguish between new belongings and old ones.  A toy ingested in 5-10 minutes is not a chew toy. It needs to keep them busy until they are tired. These toys are usually made of hard rubber or plastic. Kong’s and hollow bones are great as you can stuff them with food and treats. Buster cubes or activity balls can be filled with treats and are a great mind stimulator as dogs must push the ball with their paws and nose in order to get the treats out. This excises their mind and muscles. Until your dog can distinguish between the appropriate chew toy and your belongings he needs to be supervised. Re-direct any inappropriate chewing to the chew toys. Praise your dog whenever he is chewing on the correct items.
Dog Bite Prevention:

1. Socialize puppies extensively to a wide variety of people, dogs, other animals, sight, smells and places.

2. Avoid negative experiences, especially in puppies.

3. Handle all body parts extensively, the goal is to have a puppy that is relaxed and enjoys being touched.

4. Practice food bowl exercises and object exchanges to teach him to be relaxed about humans around their possessions.

5. Maintain socialization in adolescent and adult dogs, including dog-dog free play.

6. Know warning signs: discomfort around strangers, possessiveness around food dish or toys, discomfort being handled, intervene early and seek help from a trainer.

7. Never approach or pat a strange dog; only after obtaining the owner’s consent. Encourage the dog to approach you, if the dog doesn’t approach, don’t touch.

8. Teach kids about dog safety and respect for animals.
